The new 38, Cabo's latest flybridge
model, excels at every level.
BY JOHN CLEMANS it







he inherent seaworthiness ol to-

day’s sport-fishing boats combined

with the high level of luxury that

has been bred into them over the

years qualifies many new models

to compete with true {'ruiﬁing

vacht flL‘\]gHH For that reason, a

boat review 1lml fails to mention a convertible's
suitability as a family cruiser is often deemed

im-nmplvu- by many builders. But not by Cabo.

I've never had the feeling this company cared if

its boats were judged by such standards. Cabo’s
goal is to build the best ]un:lmhnn sport- ||-|1|nﬂ
|mal'« alloat, and this has been the ::nh criterion
Ihn_x U}th[lt ‘T re |l vant.

Ironic 1|l!. kllittltl.lr]” at this has swelled the ranks of

Cabo owners who fish only occasionally, After all, quality
is quality, And :Lua[lu is what Cabos are all about; that
includes the newest model in its line, the 38 H\|1r11]Lr|.

Cabo owners have an eye Innhul]unu Whether pri

marily anglers or cruisers, they appreciate the classic

hhllnt_l‘,, the steroidal construction, the Hawless Fit and
finish and the microscopic attention to detail that define
these California-built Aybridge and express fishing boats,
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SOFTTOMNES, Satin-finished teak, Corian and Ultraleather on the
cenvertible settee produce an elegant ambiance in the salon fiop )

a shower medicine cabinet adds storage space in the head fabove),



In a recent electrical system article in our “Boatkecper”
section, a Cabo's terminal grid was chosen as the bench-
mark for wiring excellence. Easily accessible behind the
eye-level electrical panel of the 38 is a similar display that
could qualify for service on the space station or for ex-
hibkit in the Museum of Modern Art, Take a close look at

the warkmanship if you're experi-
encing sticker shock.

Cabos are constructed of as few
pieces as possible and these pieces
are fastened together so the end
result is a single piece. The hull/
deck flanges are bonded together,
through-bolted every 9 inches and
tabbed on the inside so that the joint
becomes stronger than the laminate
on either side of it. Wiring is run al-
ter evervthing is put toge ther rather
than {|urll1g the process, so all wires
can be accessed and replaced. Own-
ers are provided with exact sche-
matic references that detail every
wire in their particular boat. The
38’ DU system is 24 volts for great-
cr efficiency per pound of wire.

Cabo was founded almost 20
vears ago by two ex-sailboat build-
ers whao be lieved the y could offer
the waorld better rmrlr;lm__,‘-. fishing
hoats than those that were then in
existence, In 1991 the first Cabo,
the 35 Flybridge, was launched.
Now there are five Flybridge mod-
els from 35 to 48 feet and six Ex-
press models from 32 to 52 feet.
The company is owned by Bruns-
wick — a testament to its success,
Ownership has changed, but over-
kill continues to characterize Cabo's
construction philosophy.

“If a component calls for 14-
gauge w ire, we use 12-gauge, " said
Jim Renfrow, Cabo’s vice presi-
dent of sales and marketing. He
took me on a tour of the boat at
Lighthouse Point Marina in Light-
house Point, Florida, Frinr to our
sea trial in the Atlantic on a par-
ticularly breezy day.

Thirty-cight feet is a somewhat
unusual length for a fybridge con-
figuration, but certainly not unheard
of, rrl'li.l"l:l'-l]nl'.‘i and 32s are it'g{'ml-
ary because Bertram, which also
built a 35 and 37, and Blackfin built

them. Cabo's 35 is already a classic. Forty- and 41-footers
abound. Hatteras built a 34 and a 38, In the under-40

class, however, express boats are greatly favored, includ-
ing Cabo's. They outsell flybridge boats by about four to
one. But 38 feet sounds like a great h.-ngth for a new
convertible to me — and drivi ing the Cabao into, between

CABO

o SPECIFICATIONS

3 8

LOA: 40'8°

Beam: 15'1°

Draft: 3'9*

Transom Deadrise: 17 degrees

Weight: 28,000 Ibs.

Fuel: 475 gals.

Water: 95 gals.

Contact: Cabo, caboyachts.com

Base Price (with test power): $806,775

 PERFORMANCE

INSIDE: ' There's plenty of storage space
in the forward stateroom, including a
compariment beneath the mattress, (2
The ultra-comfortable Ultraleather settee
with storage space beneath it converts
ifto a double berth, A built-in flat-screen
TV is nearby, [t A pwo-burmer cooktop
is recessed, providing a natural fiddle;
the top stores by sliding it down behind
the cooktop. There's also a side-by-side
refrigerator/reszer and sea rails on the
Corian countertop. [+ The cockpit tack-
le center has a freezer, plus a huge sink
and a cutting board with tackle storage
beneath the latter, Fresh- and saltwater
wash-downs are to port.

TEST POWER: (2) 800 hp MAN RE diesals,
Speeds measured by GPS in the Atlantic off
Lighthouse Point, Florida, with four adults
aboard, full fuel and full water. Fuel consump-
tion measured by the MAN electronic engine-
management system. Sound levels measured
at the helm in dB-A.

RPM  KNOTS  GPH  DB-A
600 87 a7
%00 106 1D

1,200 12.5 24

1500 203 38

1800 286 49

2100 338 72

2320 315 @0

EEEEIEE

PROS:

* Heavy-duty, custom-built hardware.

* Convenient storage drawer at the helm.

* Immaculate electrical wiring.

» Huge head with bench in shower and twa
medicine cabinets,

= Vertical rod storage cabinet in guest
stateroom.

CONS:

* Dutboard side of engines and aft engine
room bulkhead are tough to reach.

* Forward seat on bridge should have a gas
ram on its storage compartment lid.

« Forward grab rail on bridge should be on
top instead of on the sidewall.
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and in the same direction as the 3- to 5-foot waves off the
Hillshoro Inlet confirmed it.

The 38 has the liveliness and :11.111;'111'1'r.1|1i]i11.' of a
smaller boat and the ride and comfort of a larger one, so
you get the best of both worlds, Unlike |itll|l.|t rs that of
fer two or three engine options in this size class, Cabo
offers five: twin 300 and 600 hp Cummins MerC
twin 715 hp Caterpillars; twin 720 hpYanmars; and twin
K00 |:]:- MANs, All are in-line, six- Y linder diesels, Our
test boat had the MANs and topped 37 knots offshore in
3-foot seas. That's great speed, but what's even greater is

SETS;

the .1|1i]il_1.' to achieve it in such |‘ul:|;__{h conditions,

]n]a .-cl'.u:wi is more important to some .mgirr.\; than
others. Trolling speed is important to all of them. The
troll mede on the .‘I.-L-".Z\:-|n wverced 38 is |:|'n§3r'.1ru:m-{| into
the transmissions by ZF and top speed is set at whatever
an owner wishes it to be. Our boat’s was 7.9 knots. The
slowest the boat would woll without the 1rul|i|:g mode
enabled was 8.8 knots, which is still slow :'mmgh for ef-
fective billfishing (and we didn't have the Volve QL trim
tabs down, which would have slowed us slightly more).
What is note unr[h'. is that in the 1ru||1|1|1 nmth the burn
was only 2 gph (at 38 pounds of transmission pressure),
but when not in the trolling mode it was 4 gph (at 325
|:::-I.L|Ln:luj| pressure), S0, in |:|u I:rn]hnu mode you get .|.|
most twice the miles per gallon while IIHHIIIL ::nl".
knot slower than if you weren't using it.

Then there's the Easidock mode “Im hiswv |r|:u.1||1. the
same 1|:ing. Transmission pressure llrnpk to 35 psi and
minimum speed goes all the way down to 4.1 knots. This

72 motorboating.com July/August 2008

is invaluable when you're docking in a tight space be
CaUse Vol don't |‘J.1'u' to kee [} |‘:l|l11[1t1|ﬂ in and out of xu-,u

and *-ult:hmg sides. It’s also useful when in a no-wake
zone behind a very slow boat.

HL*..'|L|ir1g .l.[]'.Lighl into the sea we were able to main-
tain 20 knots, There was a snap to the ride but no jalts,
Eighteen knots was more comfortable in 4-footers.
J-]aum_ the trim tabs deploved halfway not only
smoothed the ride but also added hall a knot to l]'.:
a triangular EZ2CY rigid
p.m-.-l in the front and also at the rounded COrners, and

specd. The bridge curtains
Strs Lluu|.1u. on the sides were closed the entire time,
|n|.|l.|f||m‘ when we were making the speed runs (so you
can add a knot), to keep the spray at bay. An insulated
cold drink box and both a glove hox and a big drawer
particularly useful were welcome features on the

bridge, Too many boats lack a place to keep items such



as binoculars, sunscreen, cell phones, ete., and the 38
drawer is the handiest solution ['ve seen,

Every hingq.* | saw, both outside and in the interior,

was a piano hinge. Interior cabinet door hinges, of

course, were the adjustable type. To really appreciate
the strengt h and 50] histication of the 38% construction,
check out the transom door and walk-through gate
hinges. Not only are large, flat-head machine screws on

cach side of the Jnnuv.-‘ secured to drilled-and- !.1Er|1c:|
laminated-in, aluminum bac king plates, but their head
slots are all lined up,

The P added ﬂurm'.ﬂu\' on the 38 are at a pertect |u"ig|'|l
to brace \HlIT‘-l'H against, and, just as important, espe-
cially for the health of released fish, vou can easily reach
the water, The well- .!jlblui ladder has molded treads
whose nonskid pattern mate hes that of the decks. At the
top of the ladder a door will (and should) be added for
safety, as the cutout is only inches away from the base of
the console. Even though the seat is on a slider, 1'd move
the companion pedestal chair nearer to the helm console
50 a short man or woman could more easily brace their
fret agains! the console. This is essential for Hlli'l}' when
the boat is in rough water,

Cabo may not mn]:luum- the cruising comforts of its
[oats as much as it does their I‘I'H.hll'l.'-! It'.uun 5, but the
38 interior is as thoughttully and practically appointed
as any cruiser’s. And it has a head befitting a 50-footer.
The soon-to-be-rectangular dining table will lower to

convert the salon's big, U-shaped settee into a double

berth, The cabinets throughout the boat all have hand
some cross-hatch ventilation grilles in their doors. Put
that in the rnin'ru:.l.'41|1i:'-.11E:'nliun-111-1i1'l:.1i] 1|-.'|'|.'n'l|'|u'r1!,
along with the sea rails on the polished Corian counter
tops, the notched StarBoard cutting board that fits per-
fec t|\' in the g.nll'. v sink recess and the ge Jeoated shallow
bin in the forward stateroom's under-mattress storage
area, Practical touches like these demanstrate that the
Caba's builders are {'x|n'rirl1:'1~t| ot nr1|::.' at |15|:i:1g [t
also at living aboard.

I'd use the unique vertical rod and reel locker (you
can get a clear acrvlic doar that shows off vour gear) in
the guest stateroom as a closet with shelves or a hanging
locker and store my tackle on the sidewalls of the mas-
ter stateroom and over the 1]i.1ii|1g area in the salon, And,
as ;li“'.‘l.:'.'.\. I'd have an overhead grah rail h{'gjnning at the
salon door.

There's not much anvone could do to create more
space in the engine room, where, with the MAN Rés in
place, acreage is at a premium. The portside Racor, for
instance, embodies the Ejhl‘dsc “s0 near and vet so far”
Checks can all be made without undue effort, however,
Pulling an engine is a demolition project.

The cramped engine room aside, from the oversized
cleats to the Hhrrg[mﬁ fuel tank, the 38 makes no conces-
s10MS ;l“-l:l CUls no corners l"-'ﬂ'L']'-li 'i'i'hl'l'-l 111.‘||-;ing sure
footed sharp turns at high speeds. In short, this is one
c |.1'm1. combat- rv.ul'. machine from which you can “catch

"em up” and also cruise in comfort. There, | said it &

CVERNIGHT COMFPORT. The forward falswe Teft) and portside fright ) private staterooms offer o dowble, sland-style berth amd upper and Tower berths,
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